Frequently Asked Questions:
1. Are there age limitations for going on a Faith In Practice mission trip? Faith In Practice is an adult mission trip.  Only volunteers 18 or older should apply and anyone applying under the age of 21 needs to schedule an interview with the Executive Director as part of the application process.  The reason for this is the lack of supervision while the parent fills their role on the medical team.
2. Can I join my family member, colleague or friend on the same team? Applications are reviewed on an individual basis.  We can not promise that multiple volunteers will be placed on the same team.  Applications are accepted based on skill and availability for a particular role on the team.
3. What completes the application process after I have submitted my online application?  Once an application is submitted (the highlighted submit button on the bottom has been clicked), an automatic email will be sent to the email address listed on the application.  Please read this email, as it will explain the additional documentation and application fee that is needed to complete the application.  The application is not complete and will not be considered until the application fee and all required documentation is received.   
4. After my application is complete, including turning in all documents, what is the next step?  The office will place you on the “Team Worksheet.”  This allows the team leader to review your application, and either add you to the official team list or refer you to an alternate team.  
5. What happens if I complete an application and then I am not placed onto a team? The application fee is refunded if we are unable to place a volunteer on a team.  The earlier that you apply (and complete your application) and your flexibility as to team date possibilities, the more likely we are to place you onto a team.  
6. Will I be sent information in the mail once I am on the team list? Yes. Immunization, safety, packing, and flight recommendation information will be sent in the welcome package once placed onto a team.
7. What does the mission trip fee cover?  The mission trip fee includes limited travel insurance, ground transportation, housing, most meals, and the welcome package with a team shirt.  
8.   If I pay a mission trip fee, why is it important to fundraise for Faith In Practice?  We urge all volunteers to participate in the Mission Member Fundraising Program because there are so many expenses in addition to what is included in the mission trip fee.  Some of these expenses are, medication and supplies that are not donated, patient transportation, donations to the Obras Sociales per patient seen, donations to sister organizations, sponsorships, women’s public health initiative, construction of additional operating rooms and clinics. 
9. What is the fundraising goal for each volunteer?  We have great pride in managing our donor’s contributions in the most conservative manner; we have been given the highest financial management award by Charity Navigator.  Our budget for providing the mission opportunity and support of the hospital facilities and the needs of our thousands of patients far exceeds the individual volunteer’s payment for the above services.  We suggest that each volunteer achieve a minimum goal of $1,000.  This represents the unfunded average amount for each volunteer serving with Faith In Practice.  
10. Will there be team meetings prior to team departures?  Yes, team meetings are an important part of the trip preparation where many details of the trip will be discussed.  If a volunteer is unable to attend due to logistics, meeting minutes will be made available by the Team Administrator.
11. What is the housing situation for the teams in Guatemala and is it possible for me to house away from the team?  Faith In Practice volunteer housing is double occupancy and we stay in nice hotels (with plumbing) in the village and in Antigua.  Team members are required to stay with the team. 
12. What is the procedure for applying for Sponsorship?  A completed, submitted team application, application fee and required documentation are required before a sponsorship application is considered.   Faith In Practice Sponsorship Applications are provided by the team leaders during the first team meeting.     After you have signed the Sponsorship Application, return the application to the team leader and they will complete the “Leadership Notes” section.  The team leader will return the completed application to the Faith In Practice office for the Sponsorship Committee to review.  You will be notified within a few days by the Faith In Practice office that they have received a completed Sponsorship Application.  When approved, you can immediately start on your fundraising letters!  

